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At

2 May 1979

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD
Staff Meeting Minutes of 2 May 1979
The Director chaired the meeting.[::::]

25X1

Lehman reported on the new location of the five reinforced regiments
in North Korea--now camped on a ridge line some 25 miles from their previous
location and close to a rail line. He noted that some permanent construction
is underway at the new site. This prompted discussion on a variety of
possible reasons for the latest move; however, it was deemed more curious 25%1
that these forces were previously located in remote valley areas, isolated
from main transportation routes.\ ‘ 25X1

Hetu reported that visit to the publisher of Oregon 25X1
Magazine has resulted in an agreement by the publisher to changes in the
second installment of Mullen's article, "I Was Idi Amin's Basketball Czar."

. . 25%1
Bowie asked for time today (1345 hours) to brief the Director prior to “

an SCC meeting on SALT at 1600 hours. | —_
X
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Plot Disclosur

It has taken 12 years to get the reac- -, ‘And the answer: “No. We cannot.
tion of the Central Intelligence Agency . We. ars reasonably confident that

to our stories on its recruitment of - .. there is nothing in writing outside the
Mafia mobsters to assassinate Cuban .  government that would coufirm Pear-

Premijer Fidsl Castro. o . 5010’8 story of the operation, but there

- Working under the late Drew Pear. .. are_ plenty of non-gangster witnesses .
.son, 1 produced two columns, dated :». Who could lend confirmation.” -
March 3 and March 7, 1967, on the plot..: = Well- then; the.inspector general
to kill Castro. CIA officials grimly re- . asks, “Can CIA state or imply that it.-
fused to comment, -~ . - - -..'Was merely an instrument.of policy?”

In other words, could the spooks pass

But President Lyndon - Johnson -
demanded a full report from the CIA .= the:buck to- the-
after he read our stories. We have ob- -**Kennedy? "* .*-~ o
tained a stillsecret report by the CIA’s - - “Not in this ‘¢ise,” the report de-

inspectoe general that contirmed the--: “cides: “While it was true that (the latep
essentials- of the columns, conceded -+ phase of the plots) was carried out in
that the disclosures had caused “much  an atimcsphere of intense Kenmedy ad-
distress™ at the spy agency, and dis- © ministration pressure to do something
cussed the ways in which the govern. .- abont Castro, such is not true of the
ment could minimize the embarrass. - "earliee phase. (It) was initiated in Au.
ment. oo 00 o vt TUgust. 1660 under the Eisenhower ad-

~“Drew Pearson’s column of March 7, -* ‘ministration.” . -~ -0~ o
1967 refers to a reported CIA plot'im - The inspector general also. con-
1963 to assassinate Cuba’s Fidel |, cluded'that the Castro assassination
“Castro,™ the inspector general ‘wrote. = . project could not be fobbed off as just
"*“Pearson also has information, as yet - -a practice maneuver—part of the “Ex-
‘unpublished, to ths effect that. there .. ecutive Action Capability” being devel
‘was a meéting at the State Department . oped by the CIA’s clandestine opera-

at which assassination of Castro was ° Homsarm. .:-:°- . .. .
discussed, and. that a team (of three - ‘Itisstill not known whether this “ca.

men) actually landed in Cuba with (poi- - ‘pability” program, codenamed with -

tion ~ ominous prescience “ZR-RIFLE™ was
e 3 .. . .requested by the Kennedy administra.
The report then a : 'tion or developed. by the CIA on. its

son) pills te be used in an assassinal
atzempt_" S e TR
-5ay% “Thers is .
basis in fact for each of those threeree -.OWh. . 5 . .o -0 o 0o - o oo
» . . s~ Our stories -raised ‘' the question
In light of this uncomfortable ac- - whether then-attorney general Robert
curacy, the inspector general askw , Kennedy had approved the assassina-
- “Can we plavsibly deny that we plot- .- tion plot. The secret report confirmed
.-ted with gangster elements to assassi- 1, only that Kennedy “was fully briefed”
Rate Castro??: - ;1 % ay - e T~ OR May 7, 1062 “A memorandum con-

e Made CIA S
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firming the oral briefing was forwar.:
, ded to Kennedy on 14 May 1962 ...
*- The memorandum does not use-the!
word _‘assassinate,’ but there is little|
- Toom for misinterpretation of what
wasmeant.” | : .

- But the inspector: general”

-

that Kennedy was told only-about the)
first phase of the mobster-recruitment!
_program. He was not. told about the
* second phase; “which was weil under,
s-—waya;thethﬂe‘(he)mbr!efed."?.}.i.’. :
:. ;A further- reason-. the ' Kennedys
-couldn’t be saddied with blame for the
plots was that a key ingredient men-
- tioned in our column was not: known
- 1o the president and his brother. “The
".Pearson story, whick is.causing us so
> much distress, inciudes one detail that
-is found only in Phase Twoe the three-
- man team.” If the CIA tried~to foist re
. sponsibility onto the Keénnedys,- the
“- sources who told us about the three-
- man team could easily point out that
- theagency waslying, -- - ©. 77 4>
" “What measures might be taker to
-~ lessen the damage?™ the-rhetorically
. curious inspector general asks. A clas-
) ?acl. cover-up was discarded as impract

~ ~“We cannot now suppress the story
- because it is already out,” he con-
: cluded. “If we were to approach any of
. the participants and. urgs- discretion

upon him, and if this became known, it
- would merely lend credence o a tals!
-that now sounds somewhat tmproba-:
-ble” . LA NG e BRRiE L4
*- So the agency maintained 2 stome
.~wall of silence,  ~u¥5, 2is =P oL
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